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March 6, 1954 


Spring Meeting of Board, 
Administrative Council 


The Spring meeting of the 
N.C.A, Board of Directors and 
Administrative Council has been 
scheduled for Thursday, May 20, 
and Friday, May 21, it is an- 
nounced by President E. E., 
Willkie. 

The Council will meet at 
N.C.A,. headquarters the morn- 
ing of May 20. The Board ses- 
sions will start with a luncheon 
that day at Hotel Statler and 
will continue with a second ses- 
sion Friday, which will conclude 
with lunch. Plans are being 
made now for guest speakers 
and agenda, and details will be 
announced shortly. Invitations 
to Board and Council members 
were issued this week. 


Increased Acreage Allotments 
for 1954 Class Il Durum Wheat 


Farm wheat acreage allotments will 
be increased to provide for expansion 
in 1954 production of Class II durum 
wheat. According to a February 26 
announcement by the U. 8S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, the objective is 
a 1954 seeding of about 3 million 
acres. 

The total supply of amber durum 
wheat for the 1953-54 marketing year 
is estimated to be 19,885,000 bushels 
compared with 33,943,000 bushels for 
1952-53 and an average of 50,533,000 
bushels for the five years 1948-49 
through 1952-53. 

As the result of declining produc- 
tion and steadily increasing market 
demands for this class of wheat dur- 
ing recent years, the estimated carry- 
over stocks at the beginning of the 
1954-55 marketing year will be around 
3 million bushels, the smallest since 
the severe drought years of the 1930's. 
This compares with a little more than 
6 million bushels in 1953 and nearly 
17 million bushels for the five-year 
average. 

Excessive rust damage reduced av- 
erage yields to 6.6 bushels per acre in 

(Please turn to page 135) 


Hearings Open on Bill to Authorize 


Marketing Orders on Canning Crops 


Legislation authorizing marketing orders regulating fruits and 
vegetables for processing was introduced March 2 by Senator Aiken 


(Vt.), Chairman of the Senate Committee on Agriculture. 


The bill 


is the subject of hearings which began March 4. 


A portion of the bill, 8. 3052, would amend the Agricultural Marketing 
Agreements Act of 1937. As explained by the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture, the amendments proposed in Title IV of S. 3052 would “au- 
thorize the issuance of orders regulating the handling of honey and 
fruits and vegetables for canning or freezing but prohibits the regula- 
tion of canned or frozen fruits or vegetables.” 

According to USDA, the bill would authorize, in addition to the present 
powers contained in the Act, the regulation of containers and types of 
pack for fresh or dried fruits, vegetables or tree nuts; and would authorize 
marketing research and development projects to be paid from funds 
collected under marketing orders (other than for milk). 


The amendments proposed by Title 
IV of S. 3052 also would provide that 
a marketing order could be continued 
in effect even though prices received 
by producers are above parity. 


In opening hearings on the bill, 
Chairman Aiken stated that it does 
not include all of the provisions rec- 
ommended by the Administration but 
those included in the measure do con- 
form to Administration views. 


Testifying as proponents of the leg- 
islation on March 4 and 5 were True 
D. Morse, Under Secretary of Agri- 
culture; Karl D. Loos, Solicitor; and 
O. V. Wells, Administrator of the 
Agricultural Marketing Service. 


A schedule of witnesses, who will ex- 
tend the hearings at least through 
March 16, has been announced by the 
Committee. It schedules the appear- 
ance of the major farm organizations 
and representatives of dairy indus- 
tries. It is expected that the hearings 
will continue until April. 


In addition to presenting an official 
explanation of the bill, USDA wit- 
nesses also presented to the Commit- 
tee a list of statutory amendments 
needed to carry out the President's 
recommendations on agriculture. In 
this opening testimony, USDA wit- 
nesses pointed out that the Aiken bill 


(Please turn to page 134) 
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Congress Completes Action on 
Mexican Farm Labor Program 


Legislation to authorize the Farm 
Placement Service of the U. S. De- 
partment of Labor to operate a uni- 
lateral Mexican national recruitment 
program of farm workers passed both 
the House and Senate this week and 
was sent to the President. The House 
acted on the bill a second time, accept- 


ing a technical amendment by the 
Senate. 


A further hurdle is yet to be passed 
before recruitments can be under- 
taken under the new program, The 
Department of Labor has no funds 
with which to carry on the program 
until Congress passes an appropria- 
tion. Appropriations for the program 
are under consideration by the House 
Committee on Appropriations. 


Pesticide Residues 


Public hearings on the Miller pesti- 
cide residue bill, H. R, 7125, will be- 
gin March 8 before the House Com- 
mittee on Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce, 

N.C.A. has requested an opportu- 
nity to present testimony. 
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Information Letter 


RENEGOTIATION 


Renegotiation Reports 


The Renegotiation Board on Febru- 
ary 19 granted an extension of time 
for filing financial statements under 
the Renegotiation Act of 1951. Fol- 
lowing is the text of the announce- 
ment, as published in the Federal 
Register of March 2: 


“Every person having a fiscal year 
beginning in 1953 and ending in 1954 
is hereby granted an extension of 
time, until further notice, for filing 
the financial statement for such year 
required of such person by section 
105(e)(1) of the Renegotiation Act 
of 1951. 


“Further notice of the extended 
date for such filings will be given as 
soon as practicable after the comple- 
tion of action on pending legislation 
to extend and amend the Renegotia- 
tion Act of 1951.” 


A bill to extend the Renegotiation 
Act through December 31, 1954, was 
passed by the House last year and the 
Senate Finance Committee has just 
concluded hearings. The Renegotia- 
tion Board opposed the legislative 
exemption of “commercial articles.” 


Marketing Orders 
(Concluded from page 133) 


would implement the following Presi- 
dential recommendations: 


(1) Establishment of set-asides for 
the following commodities, such set- 
asides to be eliminated from price 
support computations and to be used 
or disposed of for specified purposes 
in such manner as not to affect trade 
and commerce in normal channels: 
Wheat, cotton, dairy products, and 
vegetable oils. 

(2) Transitional parity for basic 
commodities to begin January 1, 1956, 
covering wheat, corn, cotton, and pea- 
nuts. 

(3) Use of Agricultural Conserva- 
tion Program funds to help farmers 
make acreage adjustments in a man- 
ner that will advance soil conserva- 
tion and long-term efficiency. 

(4) Corn. Change in flexible sup- 
port schedule to a one-for-one basis 
and abolish marketing quotas. 

(5) Potatoes. Authorize discretion- 
ary price support. 

(6) Tung Nuts. Discontinue man- 
datory price support. 

(7) Honey. Discontinue mandatory 
price support. 


(8) Fruits and Vegetables. 
alize marketing orders provisions by: 


(a) Including additional commodi- 
ties, 


Liber- 


(b) Authorizing research work to be 
financed from assessments. 


(c) Maintaining continuity of mar- 
keting orders to assure orderly dis- 
tribution notwithstanding short-term 
price variations. 


(d) Promoting marketing efficiency 
through regulation of containers and 
types of pack for fresh fruits and 
vegetables. 


The USDA witnesses pointed out 
that other Administration recom- 
mendations, not included in the bill, 
are provided for either under separate 
legislation now before Congress or 
will be presented to Congress. 

The agricultural legislation on 
which action has been taken covers 
the borrowing power of the CCC and 
subsidy payments to wool producers. 


RESEARCH 


Citrus Ice Cream 


A concentrated citrus puree that 
may be used commercially as an ice 
cream flavoring has been developed 
at the Florida Experiment Station. 

The mixture developed by the Flor- 
ida station includes frozen concen- 
trated orange juice, sugar, water, and 
a small amount of pectin to stabilize 
the mixture. The orange concentrate 
is added after the other ingredients 
have been heated together to prevent 
changes in the delicate citrus flavor. 

The station also has tested purees 
for ice cream using frozen lemon, 
lime, and tangerine concentrates. 


PUBLICITY 


Farm Journal 


Canned soups are the feature of an 
article, “Hearty Soup ... In A 
Hurry,” by Evelyn Craig, associate 
food editor, in the March Farm Jour- 
nal magazine. 

A recipe for tomato-bean chowder 
is shown in a full-page color photo- 
graph. This recipe, the first in the 
article, combines canned pork and 
beans with tomato soup. Other recipes 
use canned pimiento, cream of celery 
soup, shrimp, corn and chicken broth. 


American Home Magazine 


The March issue of American Home 
magazine gives its readers two fea- 
tures about canned foods. 

Food Editor Catherine Nissly’s 
monthly food feature is entitled “Take 
A Can of Salmon.” Attractive color 
photographs illustrate the four appe- 
tizing recipes, which are given in 
recipe file size form. 

“Quickie Cues for Deviled Ham” 
has eight interesting short recipe sug- 
gestions for using deviled ham. Black- 
and-white photographs show three of 
the recipes ready to serve. 


Good Housekeeping Magazine 


Good Housekeeping’s foods staff pre- 
sents “Book of Dinners-in-a-Dish” in 
the March issue of the magazine. 
Canned foods are used generously 
throughout the section. 

It is attractively illustrated with 
seven full-page color photographs and 
contains interesting menus, recipes, 
and suggestions. These include 95 
uses of canned foods. 

One of the features of the section, 
entitled “More Short Cuts to Dinner” 
says, “Here are tips on planning, 
shopping, and cooking that will make 
your dinner-in-a-dish meals quicker 
and easier to prepare and serve, more 
appealing to your hungry family.” 
It includes information about tuna, 
salmon, sardines, and canned entrees. 


American Weekly Magazine 


Two food articles by Amy Alden, 
food editor, in the February 28 issue 
of American Weekly magazine fea- 
tured many canned foods. American 
Weekly is a Sunday magazine supple- 
ment nationally distributed with many 
leading metropolitan newspapers, and 
is read by about 10 million families. 

Miss Alden’s major article, “Lenten 
Dishes Right Off The Shelf,” says in 
the subtitle, “The whole family will 
enjoy these delicious easy-to-make 
recipes for frozen or canned fish.” 
In the nine recipes canned pineapple, 
tuna, asparagus, tomato soup, crab 
meat, salmon, tomatoes, and sardines 
are used. A _ two-page color photo- 
graph showed some of the dishes. 

The six recipes in another article, 
“Beans And —” used pork and beans, 
peaches, tomato soup, lima beans, to- 
matoes, tomato paste, kidney beans, 
tomato sauce, luncheon meat, crar- 
berry sauce, and sardines. The black- 


and-white photograph showed two of 
the bean dishes and canned brown 
bread, 


| 
on 
ne 
lic 
ar 
Ja 
is: 
Se 
M 
dc 
ce 
th 
1§ 
or 
co 
m 
: in 
he 
wi 
1¢ 
th 
be 
ca 
m 
m 
st 
fe 
m 
er 
w 
hi 
m 
pe 
Ay 
Pe 


March 6, 1954 


STATISTICS 


Livestock and Meat Situation 


The inventory of cattle and calves 
on farms January 1, 1954, reached a 
new record of 94.7 million head, 1 mil- 
lion above the number a year before 
and 18 million above the number in 
January, 1949, according to a report 
issued by the Agricultural Marketing 
Service, USDA, on The Livestock and 
Meat Situation. 


The number of sheep and lambs was 
down almost 1 million head or 3 per- 
cent from January a year ago. Hog 
numbers were off sharply, reflecting 
the 9 percent smaller fall pig crop of 
1958 and the few 1953 spring pigs still 
on farms on January 1. The larger 
cow herd will likely provide somewhat 
more cattle and calves for slaughter 
in 1954 than last year’s 36% million 
head. However, 1 million fewer steers 
were on hand this January than last. 
This reduction will tend to limit cattle 
slaughter the next few months. 


Meat output for the first half of 
1954 probably will average a little be- 
low 1953, but output later in 1954 is 
expected to be nearly as large as at 
the same time last year. Output for 
1954 as a whole will be close to last 
year’s total. Production of beef will 
be about the same as in 1953, assum- 
ing no liquidation of inventories of 
cattle, and beef consumption may al- 
most equal last year’s record 176 
pounds per person, USDA said. 

Prospects for prices, based on the 
outlook for supplies, point to well 
maintained prices for hogs until late 
summer, followed by a greater sea- 
sonal decline than usual during the 
fall. Fall prices are expected to re- 
main favorable to producers. 

Prices of fed cattle this spring and 
early summer may show less seasonal 
change than usual, averaging some- 
what above 1953 lows. Prices of cows 
and of feeder and stocker cattle, which 
have risen considerably since last fall, 
will probably hold up well until early 


spring, then begin a seasonal decline. 
They seem likely to average not 
greatly different this fall from last. 


In these prospects for meat supplies 
and livestock prices, average weather 
and feed conditions are assumed. If 
dryness over much of the United 
States should continue until summer, 
cattle marketings would be expanded 
above the rate now in prospect and 
prices would be pushed lower. The 
large cattle inventory now on farms 
would be vulnerable to the effects of a 
severe drought, which could add sub- 
stantially to the number of cattle 
slaughtered. 


Acreage of Durum Wheat 
(Concluded from page 133) 


19538 compared with 12.2 bushels for 
the five-year average. 


USDA accordingly has determined 
that about 3 million acres, a 50 per- 
cent increase over the 1952-53 average 
seedings, will be needed, under aver- 
age yield conditions, to produce a 38- 
million-bushel crop in 1954, which will 
be required to meet estimated domes- 
tic and export demands and to rebuild 
carryover stocks to safe operating 
level. 

Class II durum includes hard amber 
durum, amber durum, and durum (ex- 
cluding red durum wheat) and is 
grown primarily in Minnesota and 
the Dakotas. It is used exclusively in 
producing semolina, from which are 
made macaroni, spaghetti, and similar 
food products. 

The USDA announcement is made 
pursuant to P. L. 290, 83rd Congress, 
approved January 30, 1954, which pro- 
vides that if the Secretary of Agricul- 
ture determines that the supply of 
any class or subclass of wheat is sub- 
stantially short of indicated market 
demands and carryover requirements, 
the Secretary shall increase marketing 
quotas and acreage allotments for 
such wheat for farms which pro- 
duced such wheat in one or more of 
the preceding three years to the ex- 
tent necessary to meet market de- 
mands and carryover requirements. 


; Stocks of Canned Foods on Feb. 1 and Season Shipments 


Reports on canners’ stocks and ship- 
ments of canned apples, applesauce, 
green and wax beans, lima beans, and 
peas have been issued by the N.C.A. 


Division of Statistics, and detailed re- 
ports covering February 1 stocks have 
been mailed to all canners packing 
these items. 


Carry- Shipments 
over Total Supply Stocks, Feb, 1 to Feb. 1 
Item month 1952 1953 1953 1954 1953 1054 
(th a of actual cases) 
Aug. 3.785 3,016 1,493 1,087 2,202 1,929 
9,000 11,000 4.019 4,637 5,041 6,372 
Keans, green and wax,...........duly 19,663 24,220 5.045 7,800 14,617 16,420 
Aug. 3,206 3,004 1,202 1,660 2,004 1,936 
34,186 34 12,014 14,208 22,172 


DEATH 


Berkeley Davis 


Berkeley Davis, 56, of the Rogers 
Canning Company, Milton, Ore., and a 
member of the N.C.A. Board of Di- 
rectors, died suddenly February 26. 
He was driving in his car to his home 
when he was seized with a heart at- 
tack on a Pendleton street, lost con- 
sciousness and died almost immedi- 
ately. 


He was born in Texas and moved to 
California with his parents. Follow- 
ing Navy duty during World War I, 
he entered Oregon State College. 
After graduation he became estab- 
lished at Pendleton as assistant cash- 
ier of the Inland Empire Bank. For 
several years during the depression 
he was associated with the Federal 
Land Bank at Spokane, and then took 
up ranching near Pendleton, where he 
was primarily interested in the pro- 
duction of wheat and peas. 


Mr. Davis gained national promi- 
nence in the canning industry. He 
was associated with the Rogers Can- 
ning Company from its inception and 
was vice president at the time of his 
death. He also served both the Na- 
tional Canners Association and the 
Northwest Canners Association. He 
completed one term on the N.C.A. 
Board, 1943-45, and had been elected 
to the Board again in 1952. He had 
served as a member of the N.C.A. 
Legislative Committee continuously 
since 1946. Mr. Davis recently was 
elected first vice president of the 
Northwest association. 


CONGRESS 


Excise Taxes 


The House Committee on Ways and 
Means on March 8 approved and sent 
to the House a bill proposing reduc- 
tion of numerous excise taxes, effec- 
tive April 1. Among the reductions 
proposed by the Committee are: 

Communications taxes: long-dis- 
tance telephone service and leased- 
wire service teletypewriter or talking 
circuit special service, from 25 to 10 
percent; local telephone service and 
domestic telegraph, cable, and radio 
messages, from 15 to 10 percent. 

Transportation of persons, from 15 
to 10 percent. 

The Committee also recommended 
that certain excise taxes which under 
present law would automatically be 
reduced on April 1 should be con- 
tinued at their present rates. 
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Information Letter 


SUPPLIES 


International Tin Agreement 


Representatives of 28 tin consum- 
ing and trading countries have indi- 
cated disapproval of the proposed In- 
ternational Tin Agreement for sta- 
bilizing tin supplies and prices. 

The businessmen met February 25 
with officials of the Business and De- 
fense Services Administration and 
other government agencies including 
the State Department. 

No official announcement on the 
meeting has been issued. However, 
it has been indicated that the indus- 
try representatives rejected the in- 
ternational agreement almost unani- 
mously. 


The industry executives disagreed 
with the State Department about the 
effect of the lack of an international 
tin agreement on the U. S. tin market. 
The tin company executives are re- 
ported to have said that they believe 
an agreement can have little effect on 
extremes of price or supply. 

The United States has been asked 
to ratify an agreement that was in- 
formally approved in Geneva in De- 
cember (see INFORMATION LeTrer of 
December 30, 1953, page 347). 


PERSONNEL 


Virginia Canners Association 


The Virginia Canners Association 
elected the following officers recently 
at the association's annual meeting: 

President—J. W. Siegfried, Jr., Co- 
lumbia; vice president—C. D. Price, 
River Dale Canning Co., Stanley; 
secretary-treasurer—E,. S. Marshall, 
Roanoke (reelected). 


Rowlands Serves BSDA 


Willis L. Rowlands, Washington 
representative of the Continental Can 
Company, has been appointed Deputy 
Director of the Containers and Pack- 
aging Division, Business and Defense 
Services Administration, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce. 

Mr. Rowlands is on leave of absence 
from the Continental Can Company 
and is serving the government with- 
out compensation under a system of 
rotation whereby experienced men 


from industry provide their services 
for periods of six months or longer, 
according to an announcement. 


Clarence Francis Heads Study 


President Eisenhower this week 
named Clarence Francis, who is to 
retire April 1 as chairman of the board 
of General Foods Corp., to serve as a 
special consultant to make a continu- 
ing study and plan disposal of sur- 
plus agricultural commodities. 

Mr. Francis will serve as chairman 
of an interagency committee repre- 
senting the Departments of Agricul- 
ture, State, Commerce and Treasury, 
the Foreign Operations Administra- 
tion, and Budget Bureau. 


New Association Members 


The following firms have been ad- 
mitted into membership in the N.C.A, 
since February 6, 1954: 


Beck's Faurr Faams, 160 W. Maple Rapids 
Rd., St. Johns, Mich. juice, 
apple and cherry juice, cherry juice, cider, 

Crown Searoops Saves, Pier 47, Seattle 4, 
Wash. /’roduct— Salmon. 

Packine Co,, P, O. Box 362, Ishpem- 
ing, Mich. Producta—Apple juice, RSP cher- 
ries. 

Guay's Hanson Caan Co,, Box 85, Aber- 
deen, Wash. meat. 

CANNING Co., P. O. Box 247, 
Pass Christian, Miss. Producte--Crab meat, 
oysters, shrimp. 

Ovo Vimcinta Packine Coar., Front Royal, 

a. Product--Applesauce. 

J. Ossota Company, INc., 155 Hudson 8t., 
New York 13, N. Y. Producta—-Beans, sauces, 
soups. 

Putnam County CANNING Co,, P. Box 35, 


Columbus Grove, Ohio. Proeducta—Tomatoes, 
tomato juice, 


FOREIGN TRADE 


Mexican Tariffs Raised 


A 25 percent increase in import du- 
ties was effective in Mexico on Febru- 
ary 15, it is announced by Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, official publication 
of the U. S. Department of Commerce. 

Some items considered most essen- 
tial to Mexico’s economy are to be ex- 
cepted from the increase by executive 
decree, and a commission composed of 
one representative each of the Minis- 
tries of Finance and Economy and 
the Bank of Mexico is established to 
consider such exceptions. 

The increase in import duties ap- 
parently is designed to discourage 
nonessential and competitive imports 
and to compensate in part for the loss 
of government revenue resulting from 
cancellation of export surtaxes. 


Corned Beef from Uruguay 


Uruguay has raised the exchange 
rate on canned meat and meat extract, 
according to Foreign Crops and Mar- 
kets, official publication of the For- 
eign Agricultural Service, USDA. 
The new rate applies to unshipped 
products on hand since May 23, 1953. 
It is reported that such stocks include 
canned meat, mostly corned beef, 
valued at $11 million and meat extract 
valued at $1.2 million. 
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